Skuric-Grcic Family of Cilipi, Croatia, and Watsonville, California 


Antun Skuri¢é-Gréic* (1837-1924) and Ana Stolié (1841-1914) were 
married in the village of Cilipi on 30 Sept. 1862. At the time, Cilipi was 
in Austria; today it is in Croatia. Over the years they had 11 children, 
eight of whom immigrated to Watsonville, California, between the years 
of 1883 and 1925. The first seven of these children had all immigrated 
by 1904. The oldest, Nike Skurié Baki¢, immigrated as a widow in 1925. 
In California they adopted the spelling “Scurich” as their surname. 

` Luke Scurich (Luka Skuri¢; 1864-1932), the oldest son, 
MY was the first to immigrate. In May of 1883, Luke** 





B) entered Castle Garden, New York, the nation's largest 





immigration portal at the time. (Ellis Island was still 9 
years in the future.) Luke immediately left New York for California, first living in 
Contra Costa County for 4 years, and then moving to Watsonville in 1886.*** He 
married Maria Vlahutin on 7 May 1893 in San Francisco; they had one child who 
lived to adulthood (Antone Luke “A.L.”; 1898-1959). 

Steve Scurich (Stijepo Skuri¢; 1868-1944) was the next Skuri¢ sibling to immigrate. 448 







But exactly when he did so is not clear. In his 1905 passport application he says he / | 
entered the U.S. on 30 January 1885, and on his 1908 passport application he says | 
he entered on 30 January 1888. But he does not give the ship's name nor port of (Big 
entry, and he cannot be found in the Castle Garden records for either of those dates. | 
In the 1900 census he says he immigrated in 1888; in the 1910 census in 1890; in the 
1920 census in 1884. Steve married Lucia Zar (Kuselj-Car) on 16 Sept. 1899 in 
Watsonville; they had three children who lived to adulthood: Anna (1900-1962), Ruth (1904-1935) 
and Steve Jr. “Bob” (1908-1972). 
> > Anton Scurich (Antun Skuri¢; 1875-1939) immigrated next. On his passport applica- 
tion of 1904, he says he entered the U.S. on 26 March 1890 from Hamburg but the 
port of entry is not named. He cannot be found in the Castle Garden records for that 
date. In the 1900 census he says he immigrated in 1895 but in the 1910 and 1920 
censuses he says he entered in 1890. He married twice. His first wife was Maria 
Baule, married on 18 April 1904 in Cilipi. They had two children: Tony (1905-1984) 
and Anna (1906-1948). His second wife was Anna Radonich, married on 20 Feb. 1910 
in Watsonville. Their two children were Nicholas (1911-1994) and Louis (1915-2003). 
And then it was 8 more years before another Skurid entered the U.S. This was Kate 
Scurich (Kate Skuri¢; 1885-1981), the first “sister” of the Scurich siblings to im- 


migrate. Her immigration record could not be found but in the 1900 census she was | 






y 





* Grčić is the nickname for this branch of the Skuric family. 
** 'Transcribed as "Luaos Senrich" in the ancestry.com records. 


*** Source: his 2nd passport application (1906), as found on ancestry.com. 
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living in Watsonville with her brother, Luke, age 15. The record says she immigrated in 1898 and 
had been in the U.S. for two years. She married Luke Cikuth in 1903. They had four daughters: 
Rachel (1905-1975), Ann (1906-2010), Lucille (1909-2008) and May (1911-2006). 

Next was Peter Scurich (Petar Skuric; 1876-1956). His immigration record is con- 
fusing because there are two entries for a Pietro Skuric entering Ellis Island, same age, [| 
on different ships, one week apart (6 Aug 1899 and 13 Aug 1899), both leaving from i 


Havre, France. If the manifests were drawn up in France, which is likely, Peter was | 






probably bounced from the earlier ship but still appeared on its manifest. Either way, 

he arrived in August of 1899. Now, all four brothers and one sister were in Watson- 

ville. Peter married Mary Brailo (marriage date not known). They had four children: An- 

thony (1909-1980), Blas "Charles" (1910-1977), Peter (1912-2007) and Anna (1916-1992). 

s Anna Scurich was next to immigrate (Ana Skuri¢; 1880-1951). She arrived in May of 
mM 1901, and married Antone Gluhan in 1902. They had five children who lived to 
adulthood: Ned (1905-1977), Annie (1907-2001), Lucille (1909-1984), Marion 
(1914-1970) and Louis (1917-2008). 

Lucy Scurich (Luce Skuri¢; 1882-1958) was next, arriving in 1904 
with her brother, Anton, who was returning from a trip to Konavle, 
during which he was married (2nd wife). Lucy married John Franich in 
1906. They had three children: Martin (1907-1974), Pauline (1909-1999) and 
Anthony (1911-1995). 

| The last of these siblings to immigrate was actually the oldest. Nike 
, Skuric (1862-1939) married Pero Bakić in Čilipi in 1888, and had eight children. 


She immigrated to Watsonville in 1925 as a widow, and all of her children except for 









one (Pauline, who married Resetar) had already immigrated to California. Pauline 
then emigrated to Watsonville with her family around 1928. 

Three siblings stayed in Konavle. They were: 
Mare Skurid (1866-1950) married Baldo "Balunče" Radović in 1889. 
Her son, Baldo “Barney” Radovich (1892-1970), immigrated to Watsonville in 1908, 
and her grandson, Baldo “Barney” Radovich immigrated to Watsonville in the 1950s, 
after escaping across the Adriatic Sea from communist Yugoslavia. 

Em. Ivo Skurié (1871-1956) married Ana Skuric-Suljo (1883-1950) on 12 

| \\ June 1900 in Cilipi. Ivo’s grandson, Luko Skuric (b. 1947), is the last 

of the Grčić branch of the Skurid family in Croatia (as of 2020). He has no 


male heirs. He has made the ancestral home (Fig. 4) into a beautiful 









these siblings were both named Nike, and were born 26 years apart. 
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Fig. 1. 
A view from Google Earth of 
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Fig. 2. This view shows the northern part of 
Čilipi and the southern part of Moéici. The 
Skurié/Stolió compound is between them. In 
the old maps, this region was called Miocici 
(not to be confused with Mocici) but today the 
sign on the highway points to "Skurići". 


Fig. 3 (right). 

Skurié-Gréié house in Cilipi. 
The red arrow shows the direction of the photo in Fig. 4. 
Lat.: 42.552739; Long.: 18.268507. 





Fig. 4. Skuri¢-Grcic ancestral house around 2004. The 
direction of this photo can be seen by the red arrow in Fig. 3. 
Today (2020) this house is a beautiful pansion and is owned 
by Luko Skuric, grandson of Ivo Skuric, the only brother of 
the original siblings who did not immigrate to Watsonville, 
California. 


SCURICH/SKURIC FAMILY 


Fig. 5. Antun Skuric (1837-1924) and his wife, Ana Stolic (1841-1914), 
the parents of the 8 Scurich siblings who immigrated to Watsonville. 
This couple did not immigrate. 
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Fig. 6. Brothers, Steve Scurich (left; Fig. 7. Brothers, Steve Scurich (left), 

1868-1944) and Luke (1864-1932). Antone (middle; 1875-1939), Luke. Photo 
probably taken right after Antone’s arrival 
in 1890. 
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Fig. 8. In the Watsonville Pajaronian newspaper of 15 June 1893 is this item: "NOTICE. L. Scurich, the well known fruit 
buyer, has removed his place of business and packing houses from lower Main street to Alexander street, between Third 
and Fourth streets." This photo is of one of those places but it is not known which one. Today Fourth Street is called E. 
Lake Street and Third Street is E. Beach Street. 
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Fig. 9. Wedding photo of Maria Vlahutin (1865-1949) Fig. 10. Luke Scurich (seated), his wife, Maria Vlahutin 


and Luke Scurich (1864-1932). 7 May 1893 in San Scurich (seated), Steve (standing, left), Kate (standing, 
Francisco. middle) and Antone. The baby is Luke and Maria’s son, 


Antone Luke, born 18 Dec. 1898. Luke, Steve, Kate and 
Antone are siblings. At this time (1899), these were the 
only Scurich siblings in Watsonville. Their brother, Peter, 
arrived later this year. 
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Fig. 12. The home of Luke and Maria Scurich, located at 27 Alexander St. in 
Fig. 11. enaa are Luke Scurich and his wife, Watsonville. The address was changed to “31” in 1925. In the photo are 
Maria. The boy is their son, Antone Luke. The Maria Vlahutin Scurich (right) and her son, Antone Luke. The other woman is 
seated couple are Vlaho “Blas” Puhiera and his either Kate Scurich or Anna Scurich, Maria’s sister-in-law. The location of this 
wife Mary Liban Puhiera. Vlaho and Luke were house is now a parking lot. 

good friends, immigrating on the same ship, and 

returning to the homeland together in 1901 for 

their first visit home since immigrating. 
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Fig. 13. Maria Vlahutin Scurich, her son Antone Luke, her 
sister-in-law, Lucy Scurich Franich. 





Fig. 14. Maria Vlahutin Scurich, her son Antone 
Luke, her husband, Luke Scurich. 










Luke and Maria Scurich had two other children; both died 


young: Anna (4 Dec 1893 - 8 Dec 1893 and Martin (26 
April 1908; lived 2 hours; premature birth). 





Fig. 15. Wedding of Pauline Pierovich (1904-1974) and Antone 
Luke Scurich (1898-1959). Best man is Vlaho “Charlie” Sambrailo 
(1901-1963); maid of honor is Mary Telonich (1908-1993). Vlaho 
and Pauline were born in Konavle. Wedding date was 24 June 
1923 in Jackson, California. 





Fig. 16. Wedding guests at the Pierovich-Scurich wedding in Jackson, California, 24 June 1923. The same people shown in 
Fig. 15 can be seen on the porch, between the two white pillars on the left. Between the middle two pillars are Luke Scurich 
and his wife, Maria. Peter Scurich, uncle of the groom, is sitting on the wall in a dark suit, right of middle. 
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Fig. 17. Left to right: Antone Luke 
Scurich (1898-1959); his father, 
Luke Scurich (1864-1932); his wife, 
Pauline Pierovich Scurich (1904- 
1974); his mother, Maria Vlahutin 
Scurich (1865-1949). The baby is 
Mary Scurich (1927-2005), 
daughter of Antone Luke and 
Pauline. 












Fig. 19. 
Mary Scurich (Farris). 
1945. 








Fig. 20. 
Catherine Scurich 
(Burleson). 1954. 





Fig. 18. The children of Antone Luke Scurich and Pauline Pierovich 
Scurich; from left: Luke “Bud” (1932-2010; marr: Susan Barsi), 
Catherine (1936- ; marr: Walter Burleson), Mary (1927-2005; marr: 
Harold Farris), June (1930-2010; marr: John Eastman). 


Fig. 21. 
June Scurich 

(Eastman). 
1948. 
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Fig. 23. Lucia KuSelj-Car Scurich; Steve Scurich; their 
daughters Anna (left) and Ruth. 





Fig. 22. Lucia KuSelj-Car Scurich (1882-1958); Steve 
Scurich (1868-1944). Married 1899 in Watsonville. 
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Fig. 25. = 
Ruth Scurich & 





Fig. 26. From left: Ruth Scurich (1904-1935), Stephen “Bob” 
Scurich (1908-1972), Anna Scurich (1900-1962) showing a 
box of cherries. 





Fig. 28. Stephen “Bob” Scurich, from Watsonville 
Fig. 27. Anna Scurich (above left) in costume for High School yearbook, Manzanita (1927). 
a school play. Fig. 24. (above) Anna Scurich. Fig. 29. Stephen “Bob” Scurich. 
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Fig. 30. The Croatian Band of Oakland in front of Steve Scurich's house at 265 E. 3rd St. 
(today: E. Beach St.) Watsonville, CA. The band played at the Croatian Ball on 10 Oct. 1911, 
and took part in the Apple Annual parade the next day. Scurich bought this house in 1906. 








Fig. 31. Steve Scurich and his wife, Lucia KuSelj-Car. Their children: Anna Scurich 
Sambuck (left), Ruth Scurich (in back), Stephen “Bob” Scurich (right). The girl in front 
is Jeanne Sambuck, Anna’s daughter (1921-2012). 
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Fig. 32. Anna Scurich Sambuck and her daughters: 
Jeanne (left; 1921-2012) and Patricia (1924-2014). 


Fig. 33. Four generations; from left: Jeanne Sambuck Petersen, 
Lucia KuSelj-Car Scurich, Anna Scurich Sambuck, Joan Petersen 
(1941- ; married White). 









Fig. 34. Antone Scurich (1875-1939) and his first 
wife, Marija Baule (1884-1909). 


Antone Scurich and his 
2nd wife, Anna Radonich 
(1891-1916). Standing are the 
best man, Luke Scurich, 
Antone’s brother, and the matron 
of honor, Mary Copriviza 
Novacovich. 


Fig. 36. Tony Scurich (1905- 
1984) and his sister, Anna 
Scurich (1906-1948). 





Fig. 37 (above) and Fig. 38 (right). 
Nick Scurich (1911-1994). 
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Fig. 39. Antone Scurich, his 2nd wife, Anna Radonich, Fig. 40. Wedding of Louis Scurich (1915-2003; father: Antone; mother: 
and the two children from his first marriage, Anna and Anna Radonich) and Stella Bokariza (1921-2015). Louis’ brother, Nick 
Tony. Scurich is far left; Stella’s sister, Mary Bokariza Staka. 26 Jan. 1947. 
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Fig. 41. Peter Scurich (1876-1956) and his wife, Mary 
Brailo Scurich (1887-1977). 





Fig. 42. Peter Scurich, his wife, Mary Brailo Scurich, his first child, 
Anthony (1909-1980), and his sister-in-law (wife’s sister), Lucy 
Brailo (standing; 1893-1979). Lucy married Martin Franich in 1911. 





Fig. 43. The 3 sons of Peter Scurich and Mary 
Brailo Scurich; from left: Anthony (1909-1980), 
Peter (1912-2007), Blas “Charles” (1910-1977). 





Fig. 44. From left: Peter Scurich Jr., Mary Brailo Scurich, Anthony 
Scurich, Peter Scurich, Anna Scurich (1916-1992), Charles Scurich. 






Fig. 45. Peter Scurich Jr. 





Fig. 46. Peter Scurich Jr. Fig. 47. Sitting: Mary Brailo Scurich, Peter Scurich. Standing 
from left: Charles Scurich, Anthony Scurich, Peter Scurich Jr., 
Anna Scurich (Pavlovich). 
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Fig. 48. Reunion of Peter Scurich’s family. 


1. 
. Mary Brailo Scurich (1887-1977; mother of 4, 7, 14, 15) 

. Tony Pavlovich (1911-1988; husband of 7; father of 8, 9) 
. Tony Scurich (1909-1980; husband of 6; father of 5) 

. Frank Scurich (1949-1976; son of 4, 6) 

. Madeline Kusanovich Scurich (1923-1992; wife of 4; 
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Peter Scurich (1876-1956; father of 4, 7, 14, 15) 


mother of 5) 


. Ann Scurich Pavlovich (1916-1992; wife of 3; 


mother of 8, 9) 


. Robert Pavlovich (1941-2017; son of 3, 7) 
. Steve Pavlovich (1937- ; son of 3, 7) 
. Betty Hopkins Scurich (1916-2002; wife of 14; 


mother of 11, 12, 13) 


[around 1952 at 102 Brennan St. in Watsonville, Calif.] 
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Susan Scurich (1943- ; dau. of 10, 14) 
Chuck Scurich (1944- ; son of 10, 14) 
Mari Scurich (Scott) (1946- ; dau. of 10, 14) 


. Charles Scurich (1910-1977; husband of 10; 


father of 11, 12, 13) 

Peter Scurich, Jr. (1912-2007; husband of 16; 
father of 17, 18, 19, 20) 

Anita Simunovich Scurich (1918-2009; wife of 15; 
mother of 17, 18, 19, 20) 

Richard Scurich (1944- ; son of 15, 16) 

Philip Scurich (1945- ; son of 15, 16) 

Mark Scurich (1949- ; son of 15, 16) 

Barbara Scurich (Yoakum) (1941- ; dau. of 15, 16) 
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Fig. 49. Antone Gluhan (1871-1953) and Anna Scurich Gluhan 
(1880-1951). Married August 1902 in San Francisco. 







Fig. 50. Antone Gluhan and Anna Scurich Gluhan, both seated. 
Children, from left: Annie (1907-2001; did not marry), Ned 
(1905-1977), Katie (1908-1913). Woman in back is unknown. 





Fig. 51. Gluhan children, from left: Marian (1914-1970; 
marr.: Ebner), Annie, Ned (standing), Lucille (1909- 
1984; marr.: Brown), Louis (1917-2008). 
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Fig. 52. Lucille Gluhan. 
Fig. 53. Louis Gluhan. 
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Fig. 54. 
Gluhan house in Watsonville, California. 
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Fig. 56. Seated: Lucy Scurich Franich, John Franich. Children: Pauline 
(left; 1909-1999; marr.: Colberg), Martin (1907-1974). Standing: Martin 
Franich (1887-1972), Pauline Franich (1879-1960; marr.: Boskovich). 





Fig. 55. John Franich (1885-1944), Lucy Scurich 
Franich (1882-1958). Married 21 Jan. 1906 in 
Watsonville. 


Fig. 57. Franich children: from left: Martin, Pauline, Fig. 58. Martin Franich. 
Anthony (1911-1995). 


Fig. 60. Pauline Franich. 
Fig. 59. Pauline Franich. 
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Fig. 62. Seated: Luke Cikuth, Kate Scurich Cikuth. Children, from 
left: Lucille (1909-2008; marr: Sheaff), Rachel (1905-1975; did not 
marry), Ann (1906-1910; marr: Rowland). Standing: George 

Cikuth (1878-7), Stane Cikuth (1885-1969; marr: Vlasich). 













Fig. 61. Luke Cikuth (1873-1970), Kate 
Scurich Cikuth (1885-1981). Marr.: 6 Dec 
1903 in Watsonville, California. 






Fig. 63 (above). From left: Lucille, 
Rachel, Ann, May (1911-2006; 
marr: Beckman). 





Fig. 65. Lucille Cikuth. 





Fig. 64. Luke Cikuth, May Cikuth. 
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Fig. 67. 
Rachel Cikuth. 





Fig. 66. Cikuth family of Watsonville; from left: Ann, May, Luke, Lucille, 
Kate, Rachel. 





Fig. 70. Luke Cikuth, Kate Scurich Cikuth. 


Fig. 71. The Cikuth house (left), at 112 E. 
Lake Ave., was built by Luke Cikuth in 1920. 
His former house is on the right. 

Fig. 69. June 1957. Scurich/Cikuth family 
gathering. Left to right: In front, kneeling down: 
Susie Eastman, Baldo “Barney” Radovich, Jimmy 
Eastman, June Scurich Eastman. Standing: Mary 
Scurich Farris, A.L. Scurich, Pauline Pierovich 
Scurich, Luke “Bud” Scurich, Kate Scurich Cikuth, 
Luke Cikuth. Man in back in shadow is unknown; 
man in back on right is maybe Bill Marinovich. 
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Fig. 72. PT 
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